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OFFICIOUSNESS

The officials in Assam are evidently unused to large demon-
strations and gatherings. They have forbidden to the demon-
strators the use of public grounds. The Nowgong officials however
positively irritated the people. The Deputy Commissioner would
not allow a little platform with a canopy to be erected on the
football ground, and after having allowed its use had it dismantled
because, he said, the chairman of the committee was guilty of a
breach of faith in that he had erected the platform. The commit-
tee in disgust held the meeting on private ground. Nor was this
all. The Deputy Commissioner endeavoured to control the at-
tendance at the railway station and wanted the names of the
chosen few who were to go to the platform. He would not allow
any procession for fear of disturbance. As a matter of fact, the
crowds have been nowhere so restrained or well-behaved as in
Assam, even in the demonstration of their affection. And any
experienced official could have seen, that affectionate demonstra-
tions, no matter how noisy, could not possibly end in trouble or
mischief. But Assam is a place, where, I understand, officials will
not tolerate any awakening among the people. Only the other
day, at Tezpur, an official summarily and forcibly had certain
quarters evacuated by the residents, because their buffaloes inter-
fered with his sport. Another official during the war period carried
fire and sword among a little border tribe called Kukis, and slau-
ghtered them like goats, sparing neither women nor children.
I understand, that the whole of this shameful massacre was sup-
pressed from the public, though it is common knowledge among
the people. No wonder that in Assam things have been carried
so far, that its permanent capital is 4,000 feet above the sea-level.
It has no capital on the plains at all. Shillong is, I have been told,
to all intents and purposes a European settlement. And the
Government never descends from its inaccessible heights.

A MUNICIPAL MODEL

The Raipur (Central Provinces) Municipality has adopted by
a majority the following proposals:

That all the boys reading in the municipal schools should
have the national uniform of khadi coat or kurta1 and khadi
cap from the 1st August, 1921.

1 Long shirt